Webinar Report

10th July,2020
4 PM -6.30 PM
The departments of English, Sociology and Philosophy of Chandraketugarh Sahidullah Smriti Mahavidyalaya organized a State level Webinar titled‘Changing Dynamics in Individual's Relation to Free Will: Reinterpreting Human Practice and Idea of Freedom in the  Context of Pandemic 2020’ on 10th July,2020 from 4 PM onwards.
In the present pandemic scenario, where COVID- 19 has killed over half a million people all over the world and affected the lives of the living in an unprecedented manner in the history of human civilization, perhaps we need to take a more practical and casualty-specific approach to the whole theoretical discourse about man’s Free Will. The concept of freedom is a complex one, more imminent and overpowering than impending death. People of America, France, Germany, Spain and Russia together with the people of the third world countries are protesting against government imposed rules of social distancing, lockdown or quarantine as these conditions curbed their personal freedom. “My body my choice” , an American slogan has been raised to assert personal freedom in making one’s own choice, virulently critiquing the government’s infiltration into personal space of an individual. The question of FreeWill perhaps needs to be readdressed and reread in an attempt to strike a balance between survival by choice and survival by force. This webinar attempted to address the pivotal question of how the dynamics between manand his sense of freedom aka Free Will appears to be changing in the context of a pandemic-ridden world.
Dr. NiranjanGoswami,Associate Professor in English,Chandernagore College ,Dr. Pralayankar Bhattacharya,Associate Professor in Philosophy, University of Calcutta and Mr.BibhasBagchi,Assistant Professor in Sociology,University of Burdwan graced the occasion as resource persons and enlightened us with their knowledge and expertise.
Altogether 419 persons including faculty members and students registered for this webinarfrom all over the country and abroad, among which 284 were present on the day of webinar. CiscoWeBex platform was used for the Webinar and participants were present on the YouTube.
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